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Welcome to the 41st edition of Sustainability Snippets 

Sustainable Procurement Forums  

This year’s Sustainable Procurement Forums will 

focus on how local government procurement can help 

tackle the current recycling crisis. 

 

Presentations will include case studies on the use of 

recycled materials (particularly in roads), guidance on 

sustainable packaging and circular economy 

principles. Social procurement and new modern 

slavery legislation will also be covered. 

 

Forums will take place in: 

• Waverton, Sydney – Wednesday 8 May 

• Wollongong – Tuesday 4 June 

• Dubbo – Thursday 20 June. 

Circular Economy Innovation Network 

The NSW Chief Scientist and Engineer has 

announced the Circular Economy Innovation Network 

to better link industry with government, councils and 

researchers to provide an environment in NSW that is 

conducive to the adoption of new ways of tackling the 

challenges of the Circular Economy. It will create new 

revenue opportunities while maintaining a clear focus 

on sustainability and improved wellbeing.  The 

Network will be hosted at UNSW Sydney. 

 

LGNSW recycling advocacy push 

As part of our Save Our Recycling campaign, 

LGNSW’s President, Cr Linda Scott, delivered a 

petition with more than 12,000 signatures to 

Parliament House, calling upon the NSW Government 

to use 100 per cent of the waste levy to tackle the 

recycling crisis. 

Council nature strip programs 

Check out this article in The Fifth Estate that looks at 

council programs across Australia to turn road verges 

into gardens. 

 

Credit: City of Sydney 

Resilient Australia Awards open 

The Resilient Australia Awards celebrate initiatives 
that build whole of community resilience to 
disasters and emergencies around Australia. The 
awards recognise collaboration and innovative 
thinking across all sectors including a Local 
Government Award. 

Applications are open until 17 May 2019. 

EDO’s Climate-ready planning laws  

In the wake of the Rocky Hill Coal decision, this report 

identifies two major legal barriers to NSW taking 

effective action to combat climate change. The first is 

the lack of an effective, whole-of-government legal and 

governance framework in NSW for responding to 

climate change. The second is the failure of the NSW 

planning system (encompassing strategic land-use 

planning, environmental impact assessment and 

development assessment) to adequately incorporate 

https://lgp.org.au/sustainable-choice/sustainable-choice-events
http://www.chiefscientist.nsw.gov.au/latest-news/nsw-network-to-drive-innovation-and-sustainability-in-waste-and-recycling
https://www.facebook.com/saveourrecycling/?eid=ARCZCEhAWuBKDB03AsfIupobXU4uttaJL-H95LruAkBBO_fA1GkNQn5m9rGMCmvJHQSaQNf4Huzr-xHp
https://www.facebook.com/saveourrecycling/videos/437468100333423/
https://www.thefifthestate.com.au/urbanism/publiccommunity/how-fremantle-and-other-councils-help-residents-green-their-verges/?utm_source=The+Fifth+Estate+-+newsletter&utm_campaign=68dc37506b-1+november+2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5009254e4c-68dc37506b-30762609&ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_1_COPY_01)&mc_cid=68dc37506b&mc_eid=fccc1e43e2
https://www.aidr.org.au/programs/resilient-australia-awards/
https://www.edonsw.org.au/groundswell
https://www.edonsw.org.au/climate_ready_planning_laws
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climate change considerations into planning and 

development decisions. 

 

The report recommends introducing overarching 

climate legislation - a new Climate Change Act and 

specific recommendations for planning law reform 

including better integration of climate change 

considerations into planning decisions; strengthen 

strategic land-use planning; etc. 

 

Electric vehicle infrastructure 

Infrastructure Australia has, for the first time, identified 

the construction of a national electric vehicle (EV) fast-

charging network as a High Priority Initiative for 

Australia. The proposed initiative includes:  

• developing a network of fast-charging stations on 

the national highway network to provide national 

connectivity  

• developing policies and regulation to support 

charging technology adoption. 

 

Ageing and unprepared: energy in 
NSW 

The Climate Council report examines the state’s 

ongoing dependence on coal and gas power stations 

and its tardy transition to renewable energy.  

 

NSW is home to Australia’s oldest fleet of coal power 

stations and has limited state government policies to 

encourage more wind and solar projects in the state 

beyond 2020. There is a serious risk that NSW will be 

caught short as coal power stations close or 

unexpectedly fail in extreme weather events. 

 

The public is very supportive of renewable energy, 

with 83% wanting the state to generate more of its 

electricity with renewable energy. Local government is 

also backing renewable energy, with more than twenty 

councils supporting new solar farms in the state to 

help reduce their power bills. 

 

Councils declaring climate 
emergencies 

Councils across US, UK, Canada, Switzerland and 

Australia, including Bellingen, Blue Mountains, Byron, 

Hawkesbury and Upper Hunter Councils, have been 

declaring a Climate Emergency. Councils have 

declared an emergency to provide a leadership signal 

to higher level governments and their communities 

about the seriousness of climate change and that their 

council is choosing to enter a Climate Emergency 

mode. Declarations of a climate emergency should be 

more than a political statement and councils should 

not act without being ready to commit to a response 

that is considered within the broader scope of council’s 

operations. 

 

Resources 

Cool Schools Initiative 

The Western Sydney University Cool Schools Initiative 

has summarised current research in health and 

environmental sciences, planning policy, legislation 

and standards, sustainability education, and innovative 

design trends for heat-resilient schools and curriculum. 

Its purpose is to inform future research into student 

thermal comfort and cooling solutions for schools in 

Western Sydney and NSW. 

 

The summary includes research relevant to local 

government on outdoor play areas.  Including surface 

temperatures of different playing surfaces both in 

direct sun and in the shade. The surface retaining the 

most heat is softfall with temperatures of up to 820C, 

followed by woodchips at 740C with an ambient 

temperature of 350C. 

 

 
 

Communicating about heatwaves: Risk perception, 

message fatigue, and threat normalisation 

This report from University of Adelaide describes 

findings from three studies: a survey with the South 

Australian public including public focus groups and 

interviews and a critical national TV-news analysis. 

The studies investigated the following: 

• The public perception of heatwave risk and 

personal vulnerability. 

• How heatwave messaging, notwithstanding their 

source, were accepted and responded to. 

https://www.edonsw.org.au/climate_ready_planning_laws
https://infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/policy-publications/publications/files/IA18-4005_Priority_List_2019_ACC_L.pdf
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/resources/energy-nsw/
http://www.caceonline.org/a-guide-for-councils.html
https://researchdirect.westernsydney.edu.au/islandora/object/uws%3A47915
https://adelaide.figshare.com/articles/Communicating_about_heatwaves_Risk_perception_message_fatigue_and_threat_normalisation/7618403
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• If, and in what way, the phenomenon of ‘message 

fatigue’ (becoming tired of repeated messages) was 

impacting heatwave communication.  

• How TV-news reported on heatwaves, and the 

implications for risk communication. 

 

Communication for change 

Check out Changeology’s practice guide to devise 

communications that drive action and change. 

 

Water Management Conference - call 
for papers 

LGNSW is calling for presenters for the 2019 Water 

Management Conference, which will be held in Albury 

on 2-4 September.  

 

This annual event presents the most current and 

relevant information on water policy and regulation; 

water utility management; water security and quality; 

and service delivery. Councils, local water utilities, 

researchers, policy makers and other stakeholders are 

now invited to submit proposals for presentations and 

case studies, and other suggestions for the conference 

program. 

 

The closing date for submission of proposals is Friday 

26 April 2019. Proposals should be submitted 

electronically using the online Presentation Proposal 

Form. Guidelines are available here to assist in 

preparing a proposal.  

 

Case studies 

Northern Beaches Council - Protecting public and 

private assets at Collaroy-Narrabeen Beach 

Collaroy-Narrabeen Beach suffered significant erosion 

during the June 2016 East Coast Low. This resulted in 

a number of properties being evacuated and deemed 

unsuitable for occupation and other properties being at 

imminent risk of damage from any subsequent storms. 

Council was required to make immediate decisions on 

the long-term management of the area and adjust its 

whole planning framework to implement those 

decisions. A revised policy and planning framework 

was developed and implemented within six months of 

the event. 

 

 

Northern Beaches has recently announced financial 

support for eligible residents to protect properties 

impacted by coastal erosion. The assistance covers up 

to 20% of the total cost of coastal protection works. 

Ten percent of the funds will come from a grant from 

the state government and Council will match it with 

another 10%. Council will also soon begin construction 

on a sea wall on public land, on a 250m strip in front of 

the Collaroy car park to protect this important 

community infrastructure. 

 
 

Blacktown City Council - Sustainable Living 

Blacktown  

Blacktown City Council is committed to being a leader 

in sustainability by building the best, and being a 

sustainable organisation. By using a multi-pronged 

approach, consistent monitoring and evaluation, and 

being flexible and adaptable, Council can achieve its 

sustainability goals through community engagement 

and works programs. 

 

Constructed wetlands at Blacktown Showground 

 

Local government networks 

For timely notifications and access to the local 

government brains trust, join LGNSW’s discussion 

forums.  These yahoo groups have been around since 

the early 2000s.  A login is not required if you 

subscribe through email. 

 

Sustainablenet is a LGNSW initiative to promote 

sustainability in councils through-out NSW 

Subscribe : 

sustainablenet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Post Message : 

sustainablenet@yahoogroups.com  

Unsubscribe : 

sustainablenet-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com  

 

https://www.enablingchange.com.au/Communication_for_change.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/lgnsw-water-management-conference
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/lgnsw-water-management-conference
https://lgsa.wufoo.com/forms/r1oaymmi0atkowu/
https://lgsa.wufoo.com/forms/r1oaymmi0atkowu/
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/386/Call%20for%20presentations%20guide.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/Northern_Beaches_Protecting_public%26Private_Assets_at_Collaroy_Narrabeen_Beach.pdf
https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/council/news/media-releases/nsw-first-financial-support-coastal-residents-endorsed
https://www.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/council/news/media-releases/nsw-first-financial-support-coastal-residents-endorsed
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Blacktown_Sustainable_Living_Blacktown.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Blacktown_Sustainable_Living_Blacktown.pdf
mailto:sustainablenet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:sustainablenet@yahoogroups.com
mailto:sustainablenet-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
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NRM_localgovt is a network for NSW council staff 

and councillors to communicate on NRM issues. 

Subscribe : 

nrm_localgovt-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au  

Post Message : 

nrm_localgovt@yahoogroups.com.au  

Unsubscribe : 

nrm_localgovt-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.au  

 

Consultations 

LGNSW environment team’s recent submissions to a 

number of government initiatives are available: 

• Private Native Forestry Review  

• Travelling Stock Reserves Plan of Management 

 

Funding 

Regional Community Energy Fund 

The program is designed to improve the reliability 
and affordability of energy for regional NSW 
communities. The fund will support renewable 
energy and storage projects owned or led by 
communities in regional NSW that are ‘shovel 
ready’ or in progressed stages of development.  
Applicants can apply for up to 50% of project 
funding via the Regional Community Energy grant. 

Applications close 3 May 2019 

 

 

 

 

Events 

• LGNSW Best Practice Asbestos Management 

Forums, Singleton - 1 May; Griffith – 23 May 

• EcoRoadside and RAM training, Parkes, 7 May 

• 2019 Floodplain Management Australia 

Conference, Canberra, 14-17 May 2019.  

• Waste 2019, Coffs Harbour 14-16 May 2019 

• Sustainable Procurement Forums, Sydney – 

Wednesday 8 May; Wollongong – Tuesday 4 June; 

Dubbo – Thursday 20 June 

• Sustainable Development Goals and Local 

Government, Sydney, 28 May 2019 

• LGNSW Water Management Conference, 2 - 4 

September 2019, Albury 

 

Vale Mark McKenzie 

We farewell our colleague, Mark McKenzie, who 
passed away last week after a period of illness. 
Mark worked at LGNSW as our Senior Policy 
Officer – Waste in 2016 and 2017. He will be 
remembered for his endearing humour and wit, 
booming laugh and positive outlook. He was a joy 
to work with, and a great person to be around.  

Mark was highly regarded in the waste and 
resource recovery field, with a passion for waste to 
energy. He worked at and consulted to several 
councils, and most recently was part of the City of 
Canterbury-Bankstown Council family. 

 

 

SUBSCRIPTION 

To subscribe to this electronic newsletter, visit 

lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news     

 

 

 

PROGRAM CONTACTS                                

Denise Anderson 

Senior Policy Officer – Environment 

Local Government NSW 

E denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au   

P 9242 4056

 

mailto:nrm_localgovt-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au
mailto:nrm_localgovt@yahoogroups.com.au
mailto:nrm_localgovt-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.au
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/submissions
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/Draft_Submission_to_the_Private_Native_Forestry_Review.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/Submission_on_Travelling_Stock_Reserves_Plan_of_Management_Final.pdf
https://energy.nsw.gov.au/renewables/clean-energy-initiatives/regional-community-energy
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/best-practice-asbestos-forum-councils-3
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/forum-best-practice-asbestos-management-councils
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/council-roadside-reserves-ram-training
https://nrmjobs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f1a861214a9eb4f3ec3ef9e0&id=ddeebf9940&e=ba9cfd0810
https://nrmjobs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f1a861214a9eb4f3ec3ef9e0&id=ddeebf9940&e=ba9cfd0810
https://www.coffswasteconference.com.au/2019/
https://lgp.org.au/sustainable-choice/sustainable-choice-events
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/sdgs-local-government-tickets-59649894440
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/sdgs-local-government-tickets-59649894440
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/waterconference
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news
mailto:denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au

